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SO YOU CHOSE TO
WORK WITH DED?
- Two days later Commander Harris briefs you
on your transfer to the UK Unicorn research
centre in Blackpool.
- Emma's body is found at a train station in
Bern, Switzerland.
- 1 Year later - Unicorn is launched in the UK,
gathering data from over 13 million citizens
in its first 6 months.
- The management of Unicorn is sold to a
private contractor for a monumental sum. The
young people used during testing are never
paid for their involvement.
- 2 Years later - a major terrorist cell in the
North of England is uncovered and destroyed
using data gathered through the Unicorn
Programme. 100s of lives are saved.
- 5 years later - the landslide victory of a
previously minority far right UK political party
is exposed as being the direct result of the
misuse of Unicorn data to sway public
opinion.
- The private company that now owns Unicorn
is instructed to shut it down in the UK. They
have already sold the data and the
programme to 21 foreign powers and
organisations. The identities of the
purchasers are never disclosed.
- Within 10 years environmentalist political
parties sweep to power across the globe.
- Agent Zee is exposed as a double agent
working for hostile foreign interests. She
denies all charges.
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A NEW
DARK AGE
What is common to the Brexit campaign, the US
election, and the disturbing depths of YouTube is
that, despite multiple suspicions, it is ultimately
impossible to tell who is doing what, or what their
motives are. Watching endless streaming videos,
scrolling through walls of status updates and tweets,
it's futile to discern between what is algorithmically
generated or carefully crafted fake news for
generating ad dollars, what is paranoid fiction, state
action propaganda, or spam: what is deliberate
misinformation or well-meaning fact check. This
certainly serves the manipulations of state actors
and criminals alike, but it's also broader and deeper
than any one group: it is how the world actually is.
Nobody decided this is how the world should evolve
- nobody wanted the new dark age - but we built it
anyway, and now we are going to have to live with
it.
James Bridle
New Dark Age: Technology and the End of the Future
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